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extortion, and in some cases they appear to have brought
actions against individuals which had no foundation in fact *.
" The revenue of too many of the Court ", wrote Clarendon,
" consisted principally in enclosures and improvements of
that nature, which he [Laud] still opposed passionately ex-
cept they were founded upon law ; and then, if it would bring
profit to the King, how old and obsolete soever the law was,
he thought he might justly advise the prosecution. And so
he did a little too much countenance the commission for
depopulation, which brought much charge and trouble upon
the people, which was likewise cast upon his account "2.
The justices of the peace informed the Privy Council that
in their opinion enclosures of five acres and under were not
prejudicial to the good of the commonwealth, nor tended to
depopulation, but were essential for the maintenance of
tillage3. The popular hatred was visited, not upon these, but
upon those who discarded the plough, destroyed farm-houses,
seized the commons to make parks, and raised rents 4. It
was the conversion of arable which writers denounced under
the title : Depopulation Arraigned5.
Enclosures The political turmoil which ushered in a decade of civil
strife gave the signal for the renewal of agrarian disorders.
" This is no time to prosecute the enclosures of commons ",
runs a letter (1641), " whilst the common people are at so
much liberty"6. In Huntingdonshire, it was reported,
" they throw open enclosures by force " : in Durham ' great
multitudes ' of people assembled " in a warlike manner upon
pretence of pulling down some enclosures " : in Norfolk and
on Hounslow Heath enclosures made by the Crown were
destroyed ' in a very riotous manner'7. The progress of the
enclosing movement, and the purpose which it served, are
indicated by Cooke's protest (1648) : " Why so many en-
1 Hist. M55. Comm. Cowper, ii. 103, 159, 209.
* Clarendon, The History of the Rebellion (ed. 1888), i. 331. For the
amounts levied in. different counties, 1635-1638, see Conner, Common
Land and Inclosure, 167.
3 1631: State Papers Domestic, Addenda, 1625-1649, p. 411.
1 Ibid. 1635-1636, p. 22.	6 By R. Powell (1636).
« Hist. MSS. Comm. Cowper, ii. 282, 284.
7 Ibid. ii. 282 ; House of Commons Journals, ii. 471 ; House of Lords
Journals, iv. 257, 274. In 1643 enclosures were destroyed in Dorset,
Somerset, and Wiltshire: Acts and Ordinances of the Interregnum, i. 139.

